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Get Involved
Quick tips for having a chess club
• Find a coach or sponsor
• Find volunteers
• Obtain chess sets
• Develop a routine (days and times)
• Advertise schoolwide
• Develop parent support
• Compete in the mini tournaments
• Compete in the major tournaments

The wave of competition is growing.
Each year, OCPS has more schools sign up to be involved in the 
Orange County Public Schools chess initiative. It is our goal to 
increase the number of participating schools.



Basic Chess Information
The game of chess is over 
1300 years old and is one of 
the oldest and most popular 
games in the world. Chess  
is a two-player strategy game 
between two armies with  
16 pieces for each player. The 
objective of the game  
is to place the opponent’s King 
into checkmate, which means 
that the King is trapped. Chess 
is easy to learn but can take a 
lifetime to master.
When working with a class 
of students you must realize 
that virtually none of them 
will pursue a career in chess, 
therefore, what is of most 
importance is that by teaching 
them a recreational game 
they can play for life, you are 
instilling other skills that will 
positively influence other 
educational endeavors.  
(Price and Zupans, 2011.)

“Making Smart Cool”
Orange County Public Schools 
encourages schools to offer 
chess as a viable opportunity 
for students because of its 
beneficial effects on learning 
and development. Below 
are some of the most critical 
benefits that chess can provide 
to a student. Chess Benefits
• Develops analytical and  
 decision-making skills,  
 which students can transfer  
 to real life.
• Helps students learn to  
 engage in deep and  
 thorough chess research 
 which will help build 
 confidence in the ability to 
 do academic research.
• Assists children in gaining 
 insights into the nature  
 of competition which will 
 help them in any 
 competitive endeavor.

• Forces students to call  
 upon higher-order thinking  
 skills, analyze actions and  
 consequences and visualize  
 future possibilities.
• Develops students to  
 exhibit excellence in the 
 ability to recognize complex 
 patterns and consequently 
 excel in math, science and 
 rigorous reading   
 comprehension.
• Involves all levels of critical  
 thinking, knowledge,  
 comprehension, analysis  
 and evaluation.
• Requires forethought and 
 cultivates visualization skills.
• Improves problem-solving  
 skills
• Encourages children to 
 overcome fear of taking 
 risks. 
• Teaches concentration  
 and self-discipline.

• Enables children to assume  
 responsibility for their  
 decisions.
• Rewards determination and 
 perseverance.
• Raises self-esteem and 
 promotes good   
 sportsmanship.
• Encourages socialization 
 skills that extend across  
 cultures and generations.

CHESS IS FUN! 

Why 
Chess?

Research shows 
that there is a 

 strong 
correlation  
between  

learning to play chess  
and academic 
achievement.   

In 2000, a  
landmark 

study found 
that students  
who received  

chess instruction 
scored significantly 

higher on all  
measures of academic 
achievement, including  
math, spatial analysis,  

and non-verbal reasoning ability 
(Smith and Cage, 2000.)

“Chess is everything: art, science, and a sport.”   ~ Anatopoly Karpov


